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When you’ve seen a disaster on the news in the last 50 
years, what you may not have seen is the Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief volunteers who were already on the scene—and 
remained long after news cameras left town.  

As the third-largest disaster response team in the nation, 
this network of state-based volunteer teams does more than just 
clean up and prepare meals - they bring the healing of Christ to 
those whose lives have been shattered. 

Following three major hurricanes in 2017, disaster relief 
volunteers from New York and New Jersey were instrumental in 
sharing hope in crisis.  Ministry to those areas continued into 
2018, as well.   

BCNY volunteers joined with volunteers across the nation to 

   lead over 800 people make professions of faith; 
  present the gospel 4,200 times; 
  work more than 1,000,000 volunteer hours; 
  prepare over 3,000,000 meals; 
  provide over 70,000 showers; and 

   wash over 32,000 loads of laundry. 
 

 

 

 

 

2018 Update from Ed Hart,  
CNYBA/TIBA Regional Contact 

 

 

Ed Hart spent ten days in August, 2018, on a disaster relief 
call-out in Pennsylvania.  His assignment was to operate the 
BCNY Disaster Relief Shower/Laundry Unit.  After picking up the 
unit up and familiarizing himself with it, he and Larry Hyde took 
the unit to Ulster, Pennsylvania, and set it up.  On Thursday, 
August 23rd, they began operations and continued through Friday, 
August 31st. 

Several groups of volunteers from Florida cycled through 
with a high count for several days of 30 volunteers. Ed estimates 
that they washed and folded at least 125 loads of laundry with a 
similar number of showers taken. They sanitized seven showers, 
two shower room floors and two parsonage bathrooms daily.   

He was also fortunate to have the help of three ladies (a 
few days each), the last of which was his wife, Lyn, after they 
moved their camper to a nearby RV park to make more sleeping 
room for volunteers in the parsonage. 

Also, in May,2018, Ed picked up the BCNY Disaster Truck 
and Chain Saw Unit and drove them to Southbury, Connecticut, 
where he spent the better part of a week working on a Disaster 
Relief Chain Saw crew.  He reported that the devastation from the 
micro bursts were extensive.   

(Ed Hart is Director of Missions for Central New York 
Baptist Association, Church Planter/Pastor of Open Bible 
Fellowship in Candor, NY, and BCNY Disaster Relief Regional 
Contact for Central and Northern New York.) 

 


