
2018 Update from Michael 
Flannery, 

BCNY Disaster Relief Director 
 

On May 15, 2018 a tornado struck Connecticut, which 
allowed Southern Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers to bring the 
Gospel to over 170 homeowners in twelve different communities 
near Southbury, CT.  Most of the households would not ask for 
help normally but when the area was not declared a disaster area 
by the government doors were opened for Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief to assist in recovery.  The Baptist Convention of 
New York Disaster Relief was contacted and informed of the need 
for help in chainsaw recovery. Within a week the first of four 
BCNY teams moved in to provide assistance with chainsaw 
recovery in Southbury, Brookfield, New Fairfield and Oxford, CT.  
The objective was to help homeowners with downed trees and to 
share the Love of Christ during this disaster. 

BCNY Disaster Relief training at Saranac Lake Baptist 
Church included members of Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Potsdam, NY, receiving training in Disaster Relief recovery.  From 
that training group, three trainees from Emanuel Baptist Church, 
Potsdam: Roger Randall, Jack and Carol Krebs had the 
opportunity to go to Southbury to be a part of a chainsaw team.  
During that call-out, Roger had the privilege of leading two 
persons to the Lord!  Roger said, ”That is what this work is all 
about.” 

Be in prayer for a special Chaplaincy training on October 1-
2, 2018, at Bible Church International in Randolph, New Jersey.  
This intensive training begins at 9:00 am on October 1.  If you 
plan to attend, please call your Regional Contact, listed on the 
BCNY Disaster Relief Regional Contact Information page on the 
Disaster Relief Facebook page and on the BCNY website: 
www.bcnysbc.org. 

 

2018 Update from Hal Haller, 
BCNY Church Planting Director 

 

For the past 4 years I have lived in the Southwest area of 
Connecticut.    We have very few Southern Baptist Churches in 
the region and very little exposure to the majority of those who live 
here.  When a terrible storm came through this past spring and 
rendered considerable damage to trees and homes, I knew this 
would be a strategic opportunity for Southern Baptist to make a 
difference.   

Our Disaster Relief headquarters were set up in Southbury 
– just down the road from where I live.   I was assigned to help the 
chainsaw crew my first day. My job was to move debris and haul 
logs.  The work was hard and physical and it was especially hot 
that day; yet I was full of joy.   

Massive trees had fallen down in one man’s yard and he 
did not have the ability to remove them.  He was so thankful and 
appreciative of our help. Neighbors were asking if we could help 
them as well.  Of course they were shocked when we offered our 
help for free.   

The next day, I was assigned to making damage 
assessments with Mike Flannery.  We interacted with a number of 
people in the community – listening to their stories and their need 
for help.  I remember thinking to myself, “I’m really glad were here 
to offer help and hope.”  Strangers were opening up to us – 
relaying their fears and their need for assistance.  It was beautiful! 
 Our faith was on display.  Our love was being demonstrated. Our 
motivation was being revealed: we serve you because God loves 
you and you matter to him. 

My neighbor down the street – who is not a Christian – 
commented to me: “I never knew Southern Baptists did this kind 
of volunteerism.  Is there a way I can give to this?”  I have been 
witnessing to him for the past year and a half and this labor of love 
– Disaster Relief – was changing his mind about Christianity.  I 
praise the Lord for the opportunity to work alongside other 
Southern Baptists to be a witness in our community. 


