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Many times, when tragedy or 
disaster happens we ask, “What can I do to help?”  The next 
question often asked is, “How do I offer my services to help?”  The 
third question is, “Why do Southern Baptists go?” 

Through training the answers to these questions become 
clear.  Southern Baptist Disaster Relief offers training in diverse 
areas that are utilized during a disaster response.  Recovery work, 
meal preparation, damage assessment, and shower/laundry 
support are some of the areas where training is provided.  
Training will include a combination of classroom, hands-on, and 
on-the-job training depending on the specific area.  

All volunteers attend “Introduction to Disaster Relief” 
training. One will learn that we respond as teams, how teams are 
formed and activated, the process of how the team will travel and 
when we will return.  The attributes of a Disaster Relief volunteer 
are explored. The role of leadership at all levels is defined. When 
training is complete the question, “How do I offer my services to 
help?” will be answered. 

As part of the "Introduction to Disaster Relief” classroom 
training, recovery work including flood recovery and chainsaw 
work, operations of the feeding unit, and an overview of shower 
and laundry units is covered.  This training defines the roles in 
each area and will answer the question, “What can I do to help?”  
This allows for a volunteer to be a productive member of the team 
on day one of a response. 

Once training is complete, a background check is required 
for each trainee.  After clearing the background check an ID card 
is issued.  This is the credential required to respond as part of a 

Southern Baptist Disaster Relief team.  Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and local law enforcement agencies use this 
credential to allow the disaster worker into the secured disaster 
area.   

Waiting for a disaster to occur and then requesting training 
may prevent a person’s response to the emergency as just-in-time 
training often is not available. 

The last question may seem the most obvious. One would 
think we go to prepare food or to clean up a person’s home and 
property to resolve needs created by the disaster.  This however 
is a means to an end.  Southern Baptist Disaster Relief is 
concerned with the spiritual needs of victims during a disaster.  
Just as Jesus helped the needy and then shared the Word with 
the masses, Southern Baptist Disaster Relief provides food 
preparation and recovery support for the opportunity to share the 
Word. Our desire is to share hope in crisis-time when many have 
no hope. Prayer is shared with those in need. 

We never know when a disaster will occur.  Sometimes we 
may not be activated to respond for several years.  Other times 
multiple responses occur within a month or two. In June, 2018, a 
training was held at the Saranac Lake Baptist Church.  Members 
of several North Country churches attended.  Simultaneously 
tornadoes occurred in Connecticut. Since training was complete 
and background checks cleared, a team from this training was 
able to respond immediately and assist the residents.  Taking 
training today does not imply a disaster will occur tomorrow but 
does prepare teams to respond when disaster occurs. 

 

 

 

 


