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In Southbury, Connecticut, hundreds of Southern Baptists 
from thirteen states helped Connecticut residents after tornadoes 
destroyed 300 homes there in May, 2018. 

Chaplaincy was at the forefront of DR which continued 
through mid-July in five communities where an estimated 98 
percent of residents don't recognize Jesus as Savior, said Tim 
Buehner, Mobilization and Ministry Evangelism Coordinator for the 
Baptist Convention of New England (BCNE). 

"They're just completely surprised by grace," Buehner said 
of nearly 170 homeowners whom volunteers had helped by May 
17. "That's exactly what we aim for in this ministry. 

"So we praise God for this, because with all of the teams 
that have been involved and the crews, coming from all across the 
country on their own dime," Buehner said, "homeowners are just 
completely amazed by this, and of course that opens the doors ... 
for us to be able to talk about the Lord who surprised us by grace. 
And it's just been marvelous."  

Six people made professions of faith, and volunteers 
distributed more than 130 Bibles while conducting repairs and 
removing large downed trees that destroyed 300 homes across 50 
miles. 

Christ the Redeemer Church in Southbury was the host 
church for DR volunteers and equipment. At any given time, 70 to 
90 volunteers were staying at the church. Christ Redeemer is 

following up with new believers and those who've expressed an 
interest, pastor Bryan Sims told BP. 

"This was a great opportunity for folks to see that God is 
real and He does transform lives," Sims said, "when they see 
people coming from all over the country who are willing to 
sacrifice their time and their resources to come serve people 
they've never met. That definitely has been a great conversation 
starter as to the reality of the Gospel." 

"Ultimately, we want them to feel loved and encouraged by 
the disaster relief ministry, our church's ministry, but we also hope 
that it will lead to deeper spiritual questions and searching," Sims 
said. "And ultimately we hope they find the hope of the Gospel."  

More than 300 disaster relief volunteers from 13 states 
helped residents recover from tornado damage in Connecticut. 
Volunteers responding to the outreach included those from Baptist 
Convention of New York and thirteen other states. 

 
A Southern Baptist volunteer removes one of many trees felled when tornadoes and wind storms 

struck several communities in Connecticut May 15. (Baptist Convention of New England photos) 

 

 

 

 

 


